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CHAPTER 2A
CLEARI NG AND GRUBBI NG

2A-01. PRE- CONSTRUCTI ON ACTI ONS

a. Extent of dearing. Gubbing, and Disposal Wrk

Check by a thorough review of the contract plans, specifi-
cations, and by reconnai ssance of the area. Check permt
restrictions and right s—ef —ay.

b. Contractor*s Schedule of Operations

Schedul e of operations shall be obtained and studied.
c. Wrk Lints

(1) Determine whether limts have been established in
agreenent with plans and specifications.

(2) Ensure that area to be cleared and grubbed is clearly
mar ked.

(3) Check the cut-off elevations.
(4) Check depth and size of roots to be renoved.

(5) Assure that nonunents, narkers, special trees are
properly protected.

d. Acquisition of Land or Easenents

(1) Do not pernit contractor to enter any |and where
easenents have not been received or when satisfactory agreenment to
enter has not been nade.

(2) Determne fromyour supervisor that the rights-of-way
are avail able for construction.

e. Safety of Personnel and Equi prent

(1) ldentify and post existing and potential hazards,
i ncl udi ng poi son oak, poison ivy, and poi son sunac.

(2) Be sure that First Aid Stations are clearly marked and
that signs are posted show ng | ocation of the station.

(3) Check the contractor*s accident prevention plan for
each particul ar phase of operation before each phase begins.

(4) Check personal protective equiprent; hard hats, gloves,
snake- proof |eggings, etc.

(5) Inspect equiprent for fire protection, guarding of
noving parts and pinch points.

f. Existing Power lines and Gther Wilities

Not e whet her they are properly posted, protected, relo-
cated, or renoved as required.
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g. Wrk Requirenents

(1) Know the requirenents for the different areas.

(2) Check the terrain, soil conditions and grow h.

(3) Assure that contractor has proper controls for erosion
and drai nage, noise and air pollution. Ensure that Environnental
Protection Plan, if required, has been approved.

2A-02. CLEARING

a. Swanpi ng
(1) Check renoval of underbrush, vines, and snall trees
that will interfere with felling operations.

(2) Determne the nunber and spacing of worknen in the area
engaged in hand cl earing work (brush hook and axe operations) to
insure safe working conditions.

(3) Inspect the operation of equipnent (power saws, dozers,
etc.) for sufficient clearance.

(4) Check protective devices and warning signals of equip-
ment and operators.

(5) Establish that the piling of swanped material does not
interfere with felling and | oggi ng operations.

b. Felling
(1) Check tree-clinbing equipnent.

(2) Note any leaning trees, hollow trees, snags or |odged
linbs that may cause trouble during felling operations.

(3) Mark and protect trees to be left standing.
(a) Check trimmng of trees to be left standing.

(b) Use approved tree wound paint on scars 1-1/2 inches in
di aneter and larger, caused by falling tinber.

(c) If a tree surgeon is required, consult your supervisor.
(4) Ensure that felled trees are kept inside work limts.
(5) Check rig for topping.
(6) Determine that workmen are kept properly positioned,
within sight or hearing range during tree felling operations.
I nsist on overhead protection for bull dozer operators.

(7) Check felling methods when such hazards exist as
sl opes, slippery terrain, rock, or outcrops.

(a) Check undercutting and wedgi ng.

(b) Inspect the condition of such equi pnent as axes,
crosscut saws, power saws, dozers and wi nches.
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(c) Prevent damage to trees to be left standing , existing
structures, and/or structures under construction.

C. Decki ng (Stacki ng)
(1) ldentify marketabl e | ogs.

(2) Inspect hand and power equi pnent used for bucking
operations and the protective equi pment required for operators.

(3) Check stacking nmethods for pile locations, distribution
of brush and logs in pile, conpaction of pile, and type of
decki ng. Locate pil es above high water I|evel.

d. Logai n
(1) Check loading and haul i ng equi prent.
(2) Check protective devices and warning signals.

(3) Check access and haul roads for bridge and road limts,
cl earances, steep grades and hairpin turns.

(4) Check dunping operations.
2A-03. GRUBBING
a. (Observe renoval depths of all stunps and matted roots.

b. Det er mi ne maxi num si ze of roots and other naterials
that may renmain in the area.

c. Check nethod of measurenent and paynent.
d. Cut stunps to ground level in revetnent areas.

e. See that depressions fromgrubbing are properly filled
and conpact ed.

f. I nspect operation of equipnent.

g. Insure that blasting procedures for stunp renoval are
in accordance with approved nethods listed in the Safety and
Heal t h Requi renents Manual .

h. Check specified linmts of grubbing areas.
2A-064. DI SPCSAL

Det erm ne the disposal requirenents and insist that the
operation closely follows the clearing.

a. Check disposal of unsal vageable naterial. Debris nust
not enter waterways.

b.  Check piling and disposal equiprent and procedure and
the operators* protective devices.

c. Check arrangenents nade by the contractor for piling
and storage of clearing debris on private |ands.

(1) Check that the contractor has a signed letter fromthe
owner acknow edgi ng arrangenents nade. Get a copy for files.
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(2) Report to your supervisor any unwarranted entry by the
contractor or unauthorized disposal of naterial on privatel y—
owned | ands.

d. Locate debris areas above high water flow |ines.

e. (oserve | ocation, nunber and size of piles.

f. Check local fire district, county, state, Environnental
Protection Agency, and US Forest Service Regul ations prior to
bur ni ng.

(1) Location and size of piles.

(2) Time of year burning is permtted.

(3) Standby equi prent required.

g. Assure that burning is not allowed in areas where it
nmi ght cause danmge to existing structures, construction in
progress, trees, and other vegetation.

h.  Check burning schedule for interference with other
operations.

i. Det ermne the kind and usage of fire kindling
materi al s.

j. Conplete decking prior to the start of any burning
operations.

k. Do not permt burning in high winds.
l. Requi re constant attendance of burning operations.

m  Check suitability and safety of operations for periodic
bunchi ng of deck materials during burning.

n. Ensure that fire fighting equi pnent and personnel are
suppl i ed by the contractor.

0. Ensure burning is conplete. Reduce materials to ashes.

p. Provide that no burning is pernmitted on the surface of
revetments, roads, or existing rock or gravel-type construction.

2A-05. CLEAN-UP

Thor oughly check final cleanup.
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